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Abstract:

Relationship between Psychosocial Factors in Wheelchair Use with Quality

of Life of Bed-Bound Elderly, Pathum Thani Province

Sukrit Jaijumnong, M.Sc. (Public Health)*; Kulaphatcha Ma-oon, M.Sc. (Public Health) **;
Apinchapat Kongkerd, M.Sc. (Occupational Therapy) ***
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This study aimed to examine the relationship between psychosocial factors (satisfaction with wheel-
chair use, self-efficacy in wheelchair use, and wheelchair users’ self-esteem) and the quality of life
of bed-bound elderly in Pathum Thani Province. Samples of 80 bed-bound elderly were selected by
purposive sampling using a multi-stage sampling technique. Data were collected by a questionnaire,
and were analyzed by descriptive statistics (percentage, means, and standard deviations) and Pearson’s
Correlation coefficient. The results showed that most samples were satisfied with wheelchair use at a low
level (mean=30.9+6.8), self-efficacy in wheelchair use at a high level (mean=17.6+4.5), wheelchair
users’ self-esteem at a moderate level (mean=34.1+6.3), and quality of life of bed-bound elderly at
a moderate level (mean=36.4+6.0). The relationship between psychosocial factors and the quality of
life of bed-bound elderly showed that wheelchair users’ self-esteem was significantly associated with
the quality of life of bed-bound elderly (p<0.01); and the satisfaction with wheelchair use and self-
efficacy in wheelchair use was related to the quality of life of bed-bound elderly (r=0.137 and 0.081).
The recommendation from this research is to design wheelchair training for bed-bound elderly in health
service units, and residences to use physical abilities in living to promote self-esteem and quality of life

of bed-bound elderly.

Keywords: psychosocial; quality of life, bed-bound elderly,; wheelchair
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